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Why I love teaching in Japan

Nora Alaboosi

Instructor, Language Center, Toyo University, Tokyo

Drawing from personal experience with Japanese students, this session explores why traditional Japanese
language learning methods may fall short in developing real-world communication skills. It defines what
fluency truly means, offers a framework for self-assessment, outlines the traits of successful language
learners, and provides practical strategies for improvement. Key language areas often overlooked in Japanese
classrooms, such as pronunciation nuances, commonly misunderstood grammar points, and frequent errors
made by Japanese speakers, are also discussed, helping learners move beyond textbook English toward
authentic, natural communication.

Having lived in Japan for eight years and travelled to various regions, I feel happy to be teaching English in a
country with such rare natural beauty, a profound culture, and a history worthy of respect. Reflecting on my

own experiences, | would like to share my ideal approach to making English learning enjoyable.
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